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Mission Statement:  

The Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society (LACSS) cultivates the study and enjoy-
ment of cacti and succulent plants through educational programs and activities that promote 

the hobby within a community of fellow enthusiasts and among the greater public.  

CACTUS CHRONICLE 

 
Visit Us on the web  
http://www.lacss.com.   
OR  contact us at 
lacss.contact@gmail.com 
 

 
Woody has been involved with the cactus and succulent world as a grower, field 
explorer, club and organization leader, writer, photographer, lecturer and pre-
senter. 
  
He is also recognized for having operated the nursery Cactus Data Plants since 
1975. His show quality plants are often considered one of the standards for stag-
ing and horticultural achievement.  
  
He is a retired secondary school teacher of 32 years where he taught Graphics, 
Art and Architecture. In the cactus and succulent hobby, Woody is recognized 
for his high energy and creative spirit. As an educator, he has become an im-
portant part of our hobby and thus is an honorary life member of nine C&S socie-
ties. With 42 years in the hobby and 44 years in the field, he has many experi-
ences to share and numerous photos to show. 
  

 
No where in the world is there a more floristic region 
than that of South Africa.  South Africa is a magnificent 
place of color, form and texture. Life is everywhere and 
there is never a dull moment. No matter how many 
trips one makes to these areas, finding something intri-
guing and beautiful is always easy!  As is often the 
case, the time of the year can make an incredible dif-
ference in the way plants appear, thus modifying their 
color, size and shape. We made this trip in South Afri-
ca’s winter – spring, August 2008. The colors created 
by the stress of winter were often spectacular, and it’s 
amazing the number of plants that choose to produce 
their beautiful flowers during this season. 
 
Visiting this kind of succulent rich expanse truly opens one’s eyes to the diversity 
of the plants we love so much. Seeing them in habitat also helps to give us the 
knowledge needed to better cultivate them successfully in the greenhouse and 
garden. Hopefully, for those of you unable to travel to these special places where 
so many succulents grow, this presentation will allow you gain insight into some 
of the secrets found, while being in South Africa’s wild places.  
(continued on page 2) 
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The region of South Africa, from Uniondale to Oudtshoorn, to Ladismith, to Montagu, is commonly 
called the Klein Karoo. From this region south and west, one travels through the Little Karoo and 
the Great Karoo. Heading north you eventually merge into the southern reaches of the wellknown 
Richtersveld, it is here we will conclude our presentation near the peaceful little town of Springbok. 
Needless to say, the richness of plants and animals from this area is far greater than one presenta-
tion can show. Thus, a second part to this South African adventure (part 2) will cover the Rich-
tersveld and north to the Orange River, the famous land of the Nama people.” Namaqualand, Land 
of the Halfmens”.  
 
In South Africa, the sheer number of succulent plants is astounding and the niches they inhabit are 
most unique and fascinating. Some of the genera we will see from this expedition include: Aloe, 
Avonia, Anacampseros, Conophytum, Crassula, Cotyledon, Dioscorea, Gibbeaum, Glottiphyllum, 
Haworthia, Larryleachia, Lithops, Monsonia, Pachypodium, Pelargonium, Quaqua, Senecio, Stape-
lia, Tylecodon as well as, many other seldom seen or rare genera. The non succulent plants are 
also a feature of this area, ranging from the numerous bulbs to the breath taking Proteas.   

Euphorbia ferox  
Crassula columnaris 


